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Bills received this month reflect rate increase
Co-op members need to let their voices be heard with legislators
As indicated at New-Mac Electric’s
Annual Meeting last October and then announced in the January co-op newsletter,
a rate increase was put in place on April
1. The bills received with this newsletter
reflect that increase.
New-Mac residential bills saw an
increase of $0.006 per kilowatt-hour, and
the monthly service availability charge
(minimum bill) went up $2.50. Rental light
monthly fees also increased $1.
This rate increase is only the fourth to

members in the past 24 years. CEO/General Manager Mitch McCumber has always
maintained, “we only have rate increases
when we don’t have any other choice.”
Avoiding rate increases may prove more
challenging in the future. Current and proposed regulations are changing the nation’s
means of power generation, reducing the
use of coal, which has been the lowest-cost
resource. In February, the Supreme Court
stayed implementation of the Environmental Protection Agency’s latest regulations,

bringing into question the EPA’s authority to
regulate carbon emissions.
Those with the greatest opportunity to affect electric rates in the future will be those
we elect into office in Washington D.C. and
Jefferson City – as well as those already
representing us. New-Mac members need
to continue to impress upon current and
future legislators the need for affordable and
reliable electricity. For more information
and assistance in contacting legislators, visit
newmac.com and click on “Co-op Nation.”

New-Mac University Registration
Member Name(s) _____________________________________
Acct. # _____________ Daytime Phone # _________________
Number in Household Attending _________________________

Class Topics:
Insulation, Net Metering and More

6 p.m., Thursday, June 2, at Neosho
6 p.m., Tuesday, June 7, at Anderson

We will be attending New-Mac University:
(circle which class you will attend)

June 2 in
Neosho

Cut out and send in with your bill payment

Cooperative offers second installment
of New-Mac University seminar series
The second offering in the New-Mac
University seminar series will take place
Thursday, June 2, at the Neosho office
and Tuesday, June 7, for those who would
prefer to attend the same class in Anderson.
The class will begin at 6 p.m. both nights
and is FREE to New-Mac Electric members.
Each course of New-Mac University
is independent of other sessions. Students

June 7 in
Anderson

will not be behind by selecting only the
classes they want to attend.
The upcoming installment is called
“Insulation, Net Metering and More,” and
emphasis should be put on the more.
Those attending will learn about:
• varieties of insulation
• R-values
• other insulation benefits
See New-Mac University, page 3
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Elementary
kids have
enjoyed and
learned from
New-Mac
Electric’s
safety
program
for years,
but did you
know we
also do presentations
for high
schools,
civic groups
and emergency
responders? Give
us a call. We
are always
ready to
teach electrical safety.
(Pictured:
presenter
Tom Bower)

Mulch available
New-Mac Electric has
mulch available for $5
per tractor scoop.
Anyone interested
should call the Neosho
office (451-1515 or 800322-3849) and ask for
Susan or Tobey so
arrangements can be
made to assist you.

Please call
before you dig
Digging in areas where
there may be an underground electric line can be
dangerous! So, before
any project that requires
digging, call the Missouri
One Call System at
800-DIG-RITE, or you can
dial 811. Please call three
working days in advance.
Those who fail to make
this call not only face the
chance of electric shock –
or even electrocution;
they also will be held
responsible for any
repairs that may be necessary if a line is accidentally cut or damaged.

Think twice
before cutting
meter seals
A broken or removed
meter seal is viewed as
an indicator of meter
tampering. Therefore, do
not cut a meter seal
without authorization
from New-Mac. If electrical work needs done,
requiring a seal to be
broken, such work
should be performed by
someone with electrical
training. Many times, a
main breaker switch can
simply be flipped to allow
for such work.
Follow
us on:

Why not celebrate Electrical Safety Month with a
presentation at your meeting place or school?
New-Mac has safety programs for all ages and groups
safety first. Naturally, we take great care in seeing
that our linemen are safe as they work on the power
lines each day. We also recognize the importance
of teaching everyone to be careful around electricity at home, on the job, and during recreational
activities.
Because we believe in sharing the message of
electrical safety, we’d love
to come speak to emergency
responders, civic groups,
4-H clubs, scout troops or
schools for children of all
ages. Of course, we have
spoken to these groups
many times over the years,
however it’s good to be
reminded of how to be safe
in particularly situations in
dealing with electricity.
Our school presentation, known as Power Town,
shows kids ways to be safe
in varying circumstances.
Power Town is a scaleddown model of an electrical
system, complete with poles,
transformers and power
lines. The stars of the show
are two characters fashioned
In New-Mac’s Power Town presentation, children learn by helping
out of neon light bulbs,

May is National Electrical Safety Month. So,
if you want to get in the spirit of the occasion, not
only do we have resources to share (see It’s always
good to learn about being safe, page 3), we’d
love to come do a presentation for your children’s
school or any group in which you’re involved.
At New-Mac Electric, we always put electrical

Neon Leon and Lightning Liz make good decisions in circumstances
involving electricity.

See

Presentations, page 4
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It’s always
good to
learn about
being safe
New-Mac has
safety resources
available online
and in offices
While this might be
National Electrical Safety
Month, New-Mac Electric
believes it’s always good to
learn respect for electricity.
This is why we always
have electrical safety information available for our
members. At both our Neosho and Anderson offices
you will find multiple safety
pamphlets in our lobbies,
including an activity book
The Safe Electricity website, which can be found from the link at newmac.com, features an abunfor children.
dance of interactive educational games for kids, resources for teachers, and interesting stories and
Another resource that’s
videos for everyone.
always available is just a
click away when you visit
This site is loaded with interesting
site dedicated to “Teacher Materials”. It
newmac.com. On our website’s home
stories, pictures and videos that will inform offers printouts, lesson plans, activities and
page, scroll down the left-hand side and
and show the effects of electricity. Kids can much more.
you’ll find a button with blue and red
play interactive games and also learn how
So, visit us online or in person because
lettering, which reads “Safe Electricity.”
to save energy around the house.
we’ve got information to share – during
Clicking this link will take you to a wealth
The website is also a valuable resource
National Electrical Safety Month and every
of educational options, teaching respect for
for school teachers. There is a page on the
month!
electricity.

 New-Mac

University

Recipe of the Month:

Continued from page 1

•
•
•

the process of net metering
residential solar and wind
legislative issues affecting co-ops
While New-Mac University courses are always
free, the co-op does ask that members RSVP so that
proper accommodations can be made. The class
should take around two hours. Refreshments will be
made available.
Members may RSVP in the following ways:
• By filling out the form on Page 1 and sending it in with your bill payment
• Or, by calling our office at 417-451-1515 or
800-322-3849
• Or, by visiting newmac.com and completing
a simple online registration form

Submitted by New-Mac member:

MEXICORN
CHOWDER

Catherine Keeney

1½ c. milk
2 potatoes, peeled & diced
2 c. fresh or frozen corn kernels
2½ c. water
1 large red bell pepper, diced
1 tsp. cumin
1 4-oz. can chopped green chilies
4 Tbsp. butter or margarine
8 oz. Velveeta, cut into chunks
1 large onion, chopped
4 Tbsp. flour
Cook potato, cumin and water in soup pot until barely tender.
Saute onion in butter until tender; blend in flour, and then remove from
heat. Gradually add milk to onion mixture, stirring constantly. Add
onion, corn, red bell pepper and chilies to potatoes; stir well. Simmer
for 10 min., then add cheese and stir until it melts.
Send your recipe, along with your name and account number, to: Recipes, c/o
New-Mac Electric, P.O. Box 310, Neosho, MO 64850; or recipes@newmac.com.
If your recipe is selected, New-Mac will apply a $15 credit to your bill.
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New-Mac
Electric attended the
Joplin FFA
Chapter’s Ag
Expo on April
7 at Joplin
High School.
At left, NewMac’s Jeremiah Taylor
explains the
co-op’s electrical system
with the help
of a scaleddown model
to a pair of
interested students.

Ag Expo

 Presentations
Continued from page 2

named Neon Leon and Lightning Liz. Students help Leon and Liz make good choices
in various situations, such as making sure
they are a safe distance from power lines
when climbing trees or flying kites.
While those are important lessons for our
youth, high school and junior high students
need to learn electrical safety as well. NewMac has programs designed for those ages
as well, with practical instruction such as
looking out for overhead lines with ladders,
calling for underground utility identification
before digging, and keeping farm machinery
out of power lines.
New-Mac teaches emergency responders how to recognize and deal with potential
electrical hazards they could encounter
when arriving on the scene.
Regardless of the make-up or age of the

group, there are relevant electrical safety
practices that can be discussed. New-Mac
tailors presentations for all audiences.
Recently, we met with all the school districts in our service territory and reminded
educators of our willingness to come and
teach electrical safety in their respective
schools. And every year, we contact 18
elementary schools and let the principals
know about our program. Many take advantage of this service, but not all. If you have
kids in your family, ask them if they’ve seen
New-Mac’s safety program. If not, call their
school and encourage them to invite us.
We’d love to come and share our message to
your children – or to any group!
If you are interested in scheduling NewMac for a safety presentation, call Tom
Bower in our member services department
at 451-1515 or 800-322-3849. Email him at
tbower@newmac.com.

P.O. Box 310 — 12105 East Highway 86
Neosho, Missouri 64850
Telephone: 417/451-1515 800/322-3849
Fax: 417/451-9042
Pay-by-Phone: 855/874-5348
Office Hours: Neosho — 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Anderson — 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Or visit us on the Web at

www.newmac.com

Management

CEO/General Manager.......... Mitch McCumber
Manager of Administration.... Mary Hatfield
Manager of Operations......... Stan Irsik
Controller............................... Lisa McMeen
Manager of Marketing........... Mark K. Rakes
Billing Supervisor................... Vickie Stuart

District
District
District
District
District
District
District
District
District

Board of Directors

1................................ Martin Youngblood
2................................ Kenneth Daniels
3................................ Bobby Fields
4................................ Beryl Kennedy
5................................ Billy P. White
6................................ Paul Sprenkle
7................................ Maurice Mailes
8................................ Jason Ruddick
9................................ Jamey Cope

Services Provided to Members
Call our consumer services department for
information on the following services:
Automated Phone Payment
Autowithdrawal Payment
Green Power
Levelized Billing
Online Payment & Usage History
Rental Light
Meeting rooms available at both locations
Credit Card Acceptance
Safety Programs (upon request)
Surge Protection

Questions? Comments?
Contact: Mark K. Rakes
P.O. Box 310, Neosho, MO
mrakes@newmac.com

Calf Auction

Area cattlemen and the Joplin Regional Stockyards worked together to raise more than $11,000 for the Crowder College Agriculture Department at the 3rd Annual Calf Auction, held April 6 at the stockyards. New-Mac Electric was one of more than 50 corporate sponsors and bidders at the event. Auction items are paired with a calf that keeps getting donated back to the event until the
final bidder, who makes the top bid of the day and takes home the calf. Giovan Salas won the calf and an electric barbecue grill
donated by New-Mac. The calf was donated for the auction by Max Ruhl of Rocky Comfort.

